
TITLE I-IDEA MESSAGE GUIDANCE

I. TITLE I/IDEA TOPLINE MESSAGE FRAME:

CORE MESSAGE:
Funding America's future means ensuring that our students and their families attend high-quality
neighborhood public schools that are rich with well-resourced classrooms, well-supported
educators, and wraparound services to meet all our students' social and emotional needs—all
things that can happen when Washington makes the choice to fully fund Title I and IDEA.

CONNECT:
Together, we the people must unite for greater investments in the bedrock of our democracy:
our neighborhood public schools. The COVID-19 global pandemic has laid bare decades of
underinvestment in our nation’s classrooms. Now, we must seize the moment to ensure
Congress builds, back, better when it comes to our neighborhood public schools.

ILLUSTRATE:
Whether it be large class sizes, outdated school buildings, or the lack of adequate resources for
our most vulnerable students, the underfunding of Title I—and IDEA for students with disabilities
—has left a gaping hole in public education for our Black, Brown, special needs and vulnerable
students.

DEFINE:
Fifty-five years ago, the U.S. Congress signed Title I of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act into law—promising that students and families living in poverty would receive
equitable investments. Regrettably, that promise has never been fully funded.

The same holds true from IDEA—a similar commitment to uplift and empower students with
disabilities in our community. Congress made this promise more than 45 years ago, but has
refused to fully fund IDEA.

EXPOSE:
Ensuring that we fully fund Title I and IDEA isn’t radical or bold, it's just plain common sense. If
we want our public schools to reopen after this horrific global pandemic, Congress needs to
move away from old talking points and toward the fulfillment of the promise it made to public
education almost 55 years ago.

BRING IT HOME:
No matter if they attend a traditional public school or a public charter school, our children
deserve a fair, equitable, and excellent public education. For that to be a reality, we need
Congress to seize the moment and fully fund Title I—not just for this year, but for every year to
come.



II. MESSAGE GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS:
For parents, it is important to lean into the role that you play as an advocate for your child(ren)
and a member of the education community. Below are a couple of talking points that might help
in the Title I/IDEA conversation.

As parents, we all want the best for our students and their classrooms. Our children deserve to
attend public schools that are safe, welcoming, and thriving places where teachers can teach,
and students can learn.

● Regrettably, factors like ZIP code, race, gender, and sexual orientation have gotten in
the way of an excellent public education for some of our children.

● These invisible barriers have created a separate and unequal public education system,
and now is the time for Congress to change that.

● Fifty-five years ago, Congress committed to ensuring equity in public education, and now
is the time for us, as parents, to hold them accountable. To add to that, President Joe
Biden made that same promise when he was running for president.

● Today, I’m urging Congress to pass the Keep Our PACT Act, and fully fund Title I and
IDEA. This is something that we have to do for our students and their future.

III. MESSAGE GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS:
As students, you know firsthand what it means to attend a public school that is in disrepair or
lacks the necessary resources for you to learn, thrive and grow. Your personal narrative and
firsthand experience will be the winning message for this campaign. Below are a couple points
to help you frame your lived experience.

Each and every day, my classmates and I attend a public school that is just plain lacking. While
our teachers and other school-related personnel continue to do everything in their power to
make it work, our classrooms lack many of the technology, tools and resources that would
ensure we get the best education possible.

● To be honest, in many school buildings we lack the basics like working sinks in the
bathrooms, or even enough desks and textbooks in the classrooms.

● Our schools should be places where resources (like pencils, paper, markers, etc) are
abundant. Sadly, that isn’t the case for my school.

● I’m not a voter yet, but I know that our members of Congress are supposed to work for
us. Funding Title I is about ensuring that my classmates and I actually have a chance at
college, career and citizenship.
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IV. MESSAGE GUIDANCE FOR EDUCATORS:
You are an educator, and this past year has been a lot. You are an advocate for your students,
their families, and the entire education community. Fully funding Title I and IDEA will make a
difference for your classrooms and your students. Here are a couple of points that might help
frame your story.

Our students and their families deserve schools that are thriving and well resourced. They
should have all the wraparound services necessary for them to learn, grow, and contribute to
our great society. This is why I became an educator.

● Sadly, some of our students that need the most help have classrooms with the least
amount of resources, and that is why I’m standing up and speaking up for the total
funding of Title I and IDEA.

● For far too long, educators like myself have had to dig into our pockets to purchase
school supplies and make ends meet for our classrooms. We have used our own money
for paper, pencils, and notebooks. We’ve even made copies of textbooks because those
resources don’t exist for our students. That isn’t fair or right.

● Our students deserve the best. Now is the time for Congress and President Biden to
step up to the plate and keep their promise to fully fund and increase the amount of
federal dollars going toward Title I and IDEA.

● As we work tirelessly to reopen schools in this new normal, we should be laser focused
to ensure that equity is the guiding light and our Northstar, not an afterthought.

V. PIVOT POINT:
“America’s public schools just got a large investment from President Biden’s
American Rescue Plan”

TOPLINE: Yes, that is correct. President Biden wants our schools to reopen in a safe and
equitable way that takes learning loss  into consideration. That requires resources.

● Biden’s one-time investment will most definitely be instrumental in solving many of the
inequities that have been laid bare by COVID-19, especially in Black, Brown and poor
neighborhoods hit the hardest by this horrific global pandemic.

● Sadly, a one-time investment just won’t be enough to provide the sustainable and
long-term change necessary to ensure that ALL American students have access to a
high-quality neighborhood-based public education.

○ For that change to take root, Congress must act on a long-term fix. They can
start by fully funding Title I.

3


